
 

       Deacon Jim’s Corner     
    A Letter from Our Pastoral Coordinator 
                                     January 20, 2019 
  

    May Christ’s peace, joy and hope be with you all! 
      
 

     Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ:  
 

I have subscribed to the Catholic devotional, 
The Word Among Us, since its inception. I 
almost always discover the daily meditations 
and the multiple articles incredibly useful in 
deepening my relationship with Jesus calling 
me to growth. Here is a meditation that I 
found quite moving with its emphasis on 
remaining in Jesus! I hope you enjoy it! 
 

And now, children, remain in him. (1 John 
2:28) 
 
Lord, you know that I want to remain in you. 
I want to stay close to you at all times. But 
you also know that I don’t always do it. I 
often get distracted. I don’t think to call on 
you when I’m in trouble. Sometimes I get so 
busy that I forget about you. So I’m asking 
you to help me. I do not know what this New 
Year holds, what joys I will experience or 
what sorrows and challenges I will face.    
But in everything I want you by my side.  
 
Lord, help me to remain in your love. It’s 
your love that gives meaning to my life and 
fills me with thanksgiving. Knowing that I am 
precious in your eyes helps keep me from 
getting discouraged—especially when I face 
my weaknesses and failings. I need to 
remain in your love, Lord, because without 
it, I cannot love the people you have put in 
my life. I want to love them as you love me, 
even those I find hard to love.  
 
Help me to remain in your strength, Lord. 
Teach me to look to your grace every 
morning as I start a new day. Thank you for 
offering me your grace to help me care for     
 

my family and accomplish the work you 
have given me. Your strength buoys me up 
when I am struggling and gives me the 
ability to press on when I feel weak.  
 
Lord, help me to remain in your joy. I want to 
show the world the kind of trust and freedom 
that come from a relationship with you. I 
want my disposition to attract people to you. 
So give me your joy, not only in good times, 
but also when life becomes difficult.  
Lord, again and again you open your arms 
to me, inviting me to remain in you. There’s 
no other place I’d rather be. So when I fail to 
come to you, gently remind me that you are 
eagerly awaiting my return. Come, Jesus, 
and hide me in the shadow of your wings 
each day of this New Year.  
“Father, thank you for sending your Son to 
abide with me this year.” 
 

The Word Among Us. Meditation for 
January 2nd, 2019. p. 22. Reading: 1 John 
2:22-28. Used with Permission. 
 
I encourage you to consider subscribing to 
this faith-filled Catholic devotional. Contact 
The Word Among Us through their website: 
wau.org 
 
In God’s great love and mercy, 
 
Deacon Jim 

  
Deacon Jim Fish, Pastoral Coordinator          
Holy Rosary and Visitation parishes 

Archdiocese of Seattle

 


